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© 2024Sankalpa Rural Development Society (SRDS)

All reasonable precautions have been taken by SRDS to verify the information contained
in this publication. However, the published material is being distributed without warranty
of any kind, either expressed or implied. The responsibility for the interpretation and use
of the material within lies with the reader. In no event shall SRDS be liable for damages
arising from its use.
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PREFACE
Sankalpa Rural Development Society (SRDS)

During 2023-24 SRDS has continued steadfastly committed to promoting rainwater
harvesting and water conservation in rural, urban, and industrial settings. Under the
visionary leadership of Mr. Sikandarsab Meeranaik, a passionate advocate for water equity,
SRDS strives to ensure that farmers and rural communities have fair access to water
resources, driven by the motto "Save Water for a Better Tomorrow."

Expanding beyond groundwater restoration, SRDS has embraced an area development
model that offers holistic support to communities. This approach includes initiatives in tree-
based farming, regenerative forestry, educational remedial classes, digitisation of village
information centres, and enhancements to community infrastructure and amenities.

The formidable challenges posed by climate change, including shifting weather patterns
and the lasting impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, have only strengthened SRDS's resolve.
Over the past year, with the invaluable support of the SBI Foundation, SRDS has intensified
its rural development efforts. Simultaneously, SRDS has extended its rainwater harvesting
efforts, focusing on small and medium-scale farmers and with the addition of an Excavator
generously supplied by SBI, has begun work with rejuvenating community ponds.
Utilising the signature twin ring method for bore well recharge, along with constructing
farm ponds, and other rainwater harvesting structures, SRDS has also helped save
rainwater for community institutions like schools, as well as urban and industrial
installations. Additionally, SRDS has launched environmental projects, such as the Jan Van
community tree plantations.

As we present our annual report for 2023-24, we take pride in SRDS's unwavering
dedication to fostering sustainable development and environmental conservation across
diverse landscapes. Join us in celebrating another year of transformative progress and in
our ongoing mission to create a brighter future for all.

Vision

"Enough water for all” SRDS dreams of a world where there is plenty of water for everyone.

Mission

To end water scarcity in India using an integrated rural development approach to create
awareness of the imperative need for Rainwater Harvesting for farmers and for the
communities.

We do this through area development, implementation of water harvesting solutions such
as bore well recharge, rooftop water harvesting, farm ponds, as well as women's
empowerment through self-help groups (SHG), education on financial literacy and better
living. These strategies allow for the conservation of water and energy and decrease
farmer’s cost.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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OUR YEAR IN BRIEF

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

63 Bore well recharge implementation in 28 Villages & 14 District. (Bringing our total
to date of 2660+ bore well in 11 States of India.)

Digitalisation - we have created Gram Seva Kendra in 5 Villages in Mundargi Taluk,
Gadag District as a Knowledge sharing platform for various Livelihood Interventions,
Promotion of Youth Development through different E-Learning programs. Total

beneficiaries - 7300

Education - We have a computer lab in Peta-alur, Remedial classes in all 5 Villages:
Under this project we conduct Remedial classes, Smart class room/science lab,
Library/science equipment, extra curriculum activities Total Beneficiaries - 710

Health - Purchase and setup of SBI Sanjivini Mobile medical van serving 5 villages -
giving patients faster access to healthcare providers and improves medication
adherence. Total beneficiaries - 1313.

Health Camp: conducted Ayurvedic camp, 5 Medical camps along with 2 blood
donation drive. 16 blood donors and 544 beneficiaries covered in the camps.

Livelihood Activities - Under this activity Unemployed Youth/SHG
Members/PwDs trained through SBI RSETIs /KVICs in the locality and Skill
training/Capacity building also done through Convergence of various Departmental
Schemes to ensure better livelihood opportunities. Tailoring/ Embroidery training,

poultry training, Oil mill, Paper plate making, Chilli making training and roti making
training has been conducted.

Total beneficiaries - 988

Women’s empowerment - Supported 122 self-help groups with Total Beneficiaries -
1464 Women. (We have Supported Rs 6 Crore as financial support to women with

other financial institutions & banks.)

Infrastructure - renovated public infrastructure like Bus stands, library, public toilets,
water troughs, Veterinary treatment stand and Anganwadi - Total Beneficiaries -
50,000

Environment - Jan-Van community forests: 1500 trees planted

Skill Development Program - in Dharwad - training placement-180 candidates,
enrollment 100, completed- 90 students.

Science laboratory set up in Hubli.

Community Pond Rejuvenation - 10 ponds in Mundargi Taluk under Gram
Saksham Project. 2000 beneficiaries.

Agriculture and Allied - Irrigation, tree based agriculture, bee keeping, livestock
development, farm mechanization activities done. 879 beneficiaries covered since 3
years.

BIS-Hall mark survey done in 6 district in Karnataka and Sensitization program to
Gram panchayats done in 6 district for 2264 members.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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A Message from the CEO

As we reflect on the year 2023-24, I am very proud of my team and
grateful for the work we have done together. Our collective
commitment to the rural communities that we work with has

brought positive change to many lives and set a foundation for
a sustainable future.

Our work in rainwater harvesting, water conservation, and
rural sustainability projects including those of self-help groups
for women, tree plantations, and healthcare, has reached new
milestones. Through innovative approaches and tireless efforts,
we have rejuvenated over 10 ponds, recharged more than 63
borewells, provided healthcare through our Sanjeevini 7

Health Van to 1857 individuals, etc.and given ;
access to microfinance for more than 1464 women.

These achievements are not just numbers; they represent
lives transformed, communities strengthened, and ecosystems revived.

None of this would have been possible without the continued support of our donors. Your
trust and contributions have enabled us to expand our reach and impact. And to the
communities we serve, your cooperation and enthusiasm for our work, drive us to push
boundaries and envision bigger possibilities.

This year has also brought its share of challenges. From unpredictable weather conditions,
economic uncertainties, and challenges with changes of our valued staff we have learned
many lessons and emerged stronger.

Looking ahead, we are committed to scaling our impact and innovating further to address
pressing issues. With your continued support, we are confident that we can achieve our
vision of enough water for all.

I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to each of you. Together, we are not just imagining a
better future; we are building it.

With gratitude

Ricely

-—

Sikandarsab Meeranaik

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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A MESSAGE FROM THE FORMER VICE CHANCELLOR

The Sankalpa Rural Development Society is

actively engaged in comprehensive development
initiatives across various sectors in rural areas.
Recognizing the importance of their work, our
RDPR University has allocated 10 acres of land to the
Sankalpa organization. This land has been utilized
effectively under the SBI Jan-Van scheme, where
approximately 15,000 plants have been planted.
These plants are now thriving, showcasing the
success of the initiative. The dedication and hard
work of the Sankalpa team are evident in the
flourishing greenery.

It is my sincere hope that Sankalpa continues to
expand its development efforts, bringing positive
changes and sustainable growth to more rural
communities.

Additionally, I encourage Corporate Social

Responsibility (CSR) teams to increase their support for such impactful projects. Their
contributions are vital for the ongoing success and enhancement of these initiatives,
ultimately benefiting the broader community and environment.

Best Regards,

Prof. Vishnukant S Chatpalli, Former Vice Chancellor, KSRDPR University, Gadag

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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A MESSAGE FROM A VOLUNTEER

While continuing my work with SRDS for the year 2023-24, as a
volunteer, both on site and remotely online, I have had the privilege

of witnessing firsthand the profound impact of our collective
efforts. SRDS has long been working diligently for the well being
of rural communities, particularly in relation to their access to
sustainable water supplies - and this year was no exception.
One of the highlights for me was watching the rejuvenation of
community ponds—a vital initiative that has provided clean
water to countless villagers, supported agricultural
activities, and revived local biodiversity. Seeing dry, silted
ponds come back to life has been nothing short of inspiring,
and knowing that these efforts directly benefit people and
ecosystems reaffirms the importance of our mission.

Volunteering with SRDS has also been a journey of personal

growth. Collaborating with dedicated team members and

resilient communities has taught me the value of perseverance, innovation, and the
incredible outcomes of unity. Each project has reinforced my belief in the power of
grassroots initiatives to create lasting change.

To everyone who supports SRDS—whether through donations, partnerships, or hands-on
work —your contributions are the driving force behind our success.

Thank you for believing in our vision and enabling us to make a difference in the lives of so
many.

I am excited about the possibilities that lie ahead. Together, we can continue to build a
sustainable and equitable future for all.

With thanks

Mo beacns

Shazar Robinson - Water Harvest Foundation Australia.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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FROM CHIEF MENTOR’S DESK

Naveen Jha is renowned for his unwavering
passion for using innovation and human ingenuity
to solve complex problems and create positive
change in society. He firmly believes that delivering
impact is the only true measure of success and is
committed to transforming ideas into scalable
actions.

Naveen's incredible achievements have earned him
numerous accolades, including the distinguished
International Ford Foundation Fellowship in 2005
and the esteemed British Chevening Gurukul

Fellowship in 2019 during his tenure at Oxford
University. In 2022, he was appointed as an ALI
Fellow at Harvard University.

More information here.

I
/N

Despite my  ever-expanding commitments “*
elsewhere, I continue to follow the progress of Sikandar’s work with SRDS closely. And I
am most happy to provide whatever input that I can.

Their work has continued to grow and I have been very heartened particularly to see their
association with the SBI Foundation continue to evolve from strength to strength.

I have great respect for the commitment and persistence of Sikandar. He leads his team
steadfastly to carry out the work needed in the field with the best outcomes in mind.

As Chief Mentor for SRDS I am happy to continue to have my name associated with this
organization.

Naveen Jha
Chief Mentor

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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SAVING WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW

Water serves as the cornerstone of our mission. It is the lifeblood that sustains communities
and ecosystems alike. Without an adequate supply of water, our area development projects,
no matter how promising, fall short. In times of drought, the burden of fetching water falls
upon the shoulders of children and women, and farmers witness their once-thriving crops
wither and perish.

Hence, our unwavering commitment, integral to the core of every project we undertake, is
to priorities water harvesting. Throughout the fiscal year 2023-24, we stayed true in our
commitment to this vital cause and took up water conservation at every available

opportunity.

We continue to work in alignment with the Policy for Rainwater Harvesting by the Jal Shakti
Mission which underscores the critical importance of water-related initiatives across the
nation. Their outlined objectives include:

* Water Conservation and Rainwater Harvesting Structures (we did farm ponds v
and check dams and recharge systems). ?

* Restoration of Traditional Water Bodies (the rejuvenation of ponds).

* Reuse and Recharge Structures (including bore well recharge systems). V
* Watershed Development.

* Intensive Afforestation (Jan Van Community Forest initiatives). V

We are pleased to report that our efforts in the past year have aligned closely with
these objectives. Our work has encompassed nearly all of these critical water-related issues,
as we remain dedicated in our work of safeguarding this precious resource for a better
tomorrow.

Always through each and every project that SRDS engages in, water remains the driving
force of our work.

Jan Van Community Forest

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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OUR DISTINCTIVE APPROACH:
The Twin Ring Method for Bore Well Recharge

The Twin Ring Method for borewell recharge is an innovative and adaptable solution
pioneered by Sikandar Meeranaik. His relentless commitment to finding a practical,
affordable, and efficient approach to water conservation led to the creation of this versatile
technique, designed to address a wide range of water management challenges.

Originally developed to support small and medium-sized farmers in rural areas, the Twin
Ring Method has proven its scalability and adaptability across various contexts, including
large industrial complexes.

In rural areas, the method involves using a small pond to collect and channel rainwater into
bore wells, requiring minimal space —making it an ideal solution for farmers with limited
landholdings. For urban and industrial applications, the method utilizes rooftop rainwater
harvesting systems, where runoff is directed into multiple cement-ring-lined recharge pits.
This flexibility extends its applicability to schools, community centres, housing complexes,
and individual residences, offering a sustainable and efficient approach to water resource

management.
Benefits of Bore Well Recharge
Sustainable Water
Toxin Reduction Supply
Aquifer Recharge ﬁ Employment
q g dgg Opportunities
. ﬂ Cost-
Reduced Drilling Effectiveness
Reduced Drought
Migration Resilience

Rural rainwater harvesting benefits

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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The impact of rainwater harvesting through this method is significant. Environmentally, it
helps replenish underground aquifers, combating water table depletion. For the rural
farming community, it can change lives significantly - providing a sustainable water source
for irrigation for crops. This allows farmers to grow more than one crop per year and to
employ more landless labour in their fields.

Socially, it leads to improved school attendance, particularly for vulnerable girl children, by
enabling access to sanitation facilities and clean water.

Financially, it reduces reliance on costly tanker water during dry seasons, benefiting both
communities and industries.

The Twin Ring Method exemplifies how creative innovation can create lasting solutions to

pressing challenges, fostering sustainability and improving lives in diverse settings.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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WATER

Our work with rainwater harvesting continued throughout 2023-34 with the support of a variety of
organizations who have seen our work already proven in the field and wished to continue the
benefits of caring for water.

With water security, farmers can have greater crop yields that contribute to food security and their

communities economic independence.
With climate volatility on the rise due to global warming trends, these measures are imperative for

farmers to continue their important work without disruption and contribute to long-term

community prosperity for all those who rely on these farmers produce.

Fincare Small Finance Bank

Fincare Small Finance Bank have supported Bore Well Recharge Installations in Koppal, Belagavi
and Haveri Districts. These projects have installed a total of 16 bore well recharge systems that
provide a sustainable supply of water for farming purposes that will be invaluable in the next dry
season.

Save Indian Farmers (SIF)

Save Indian Farmers have continued to support our water work. We completed 16 bore well
recharge systems overseen by Mr Akbar Meeranaik.

BAIF

Supported the implementation of 2 bore wells.

Private Funding

Completed the implementation of 7 bore wells in various districts.

Ampyr Energy India

Through the input of Ampyr, we have implemented recharge systems on 20 bore wells in the
Chitradurga District.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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SBI Foundation

Our Gram Saksham Project with the SBI Foundation also encompassed work with rainwater
harvesting and reparation of existing water
structures.

In all we completed 10 community pond
renovations in the MundargiTaluka.

Visits from Top management - Mr. Siddalingesh B. Coordinator, SBI Foundation with happy
farmers and CEO, SRDS

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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SUPPORT FOR FARMERS & THE ENVIRONMENT
SBI FOUNDATION’S GRAM SEVA PROJECT

A variety of interventions were supported by SBI Foundation in the Gram Seva Project in 5
villages in the Mundargi Taluk Gadag Disrtict. This ongoing three-year program has shown
great support for the rural communities. This program was completed in October 2023.
Specifically we have implemented and supported the following;:

Tree based farming

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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Rural Entrepreneurship

Awareness Programs

Animal Husbandry

Goats and chickens have been provided to the villagers in a sustainable circular plan - the
recipients giving back the offspring to support others ongoing. see below under Woman’s
Empowerment.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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Raita Bandhu Project and Gram Saksham Project

On 21st March 2023 the Raita Bandhu Project was commenced with the visit of Shri Lalit Mohan
COO of SBI Foundation. This visit heralded the beginning of the Raita Bandhu Project and the Gram
Saksham Project designed to give support for small to medium farmers with rain water harvesting
projects - and to assist in the renovation of community ponds for the villagers. The purchase of an
excavator - which immediately became fully employed with the construction of will farm ponds,
and bunds on rural land, and the beginning of our work rejuvenating large village ponds. To date
we have completed 10 large ponds with very good results. The built up silt from the floor of the
pond is given to the local farmers who spread it on their land to enhance the fertility of the fields.

Community Village Area Development through Gram Seva Project

Digitilisation

The utilization of the Gram Seva Kendra offices continued to assist the villagers to access digital
requirements which have previously only been available in large towns requiring bus travel to
reach.

Empowering Education for Rural Communities

Education is the key to opportunity, yet many children face significant learning gaps due to limited
access to quality education. This can hinder their development, widen inequalities, and limit future
opportunities.

To address this, rat the outset of our Gram Seva Project with SBI Foundation, Remedial evening
classes were introduced in villages with only government schools. These classes provide much-
needed academic support, helping children with homework and bridging educational gaps. As the
Gram Seva Project concluded in October 2023, this initiative is designed to continue independently,
ensuring sustained impact.

Digital access has been another transformative aspect of the Gram Seva Project, including;:

¢ Online Remedial Classes: Offering flexible learning options for students needing extra
support, made possible by CLE Bangalore.

e Smart Classrooms: Established in
Harogeri, these classrooms help students
explore technology and enhance their
broader education.

e Chandan TV Access: Providing students
in Mundargi Taluk villages access to State
Government educational broadcasts,
leveling the playing field with their urban
peers.

Literacy and numeracy are not privileges—they
are fundamental rights. By equipping children
with these skills, we unlock pathways to better
jobs, brighter futures, and stronger communities.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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Health

Health Camps

SRDS, in collaboration with SBI foundation staff, has organized many health camps like
Cataract/ Eye check-up, Gynecological tests, Cancer screening, and Blood analysis, along
with Ayurveda health camps in all the villages. The camps were conducted once a month

in each village. Here are the recent camps conducted.

e November 2022 - Conducted
Ayurvedic camp with
collaboration of RDPR in Basapur.
Total beneficiaries: 115

e December 2022 - Conducted
Ayurvedic camp with
collaboration of RDPR in Peta
Alur. Total beneficiaries: 130

e March 2023 - Conducted 2
Medical camps along with blood

donation drive in Harogeri &
Basapur. Total beneficiaries: 126, Blood donors: 8.
e April 2023 - Conducted 2 medical in Haorgeri. Total beneficiaries: 33

e August 2023 - Free medical camp in Kelur. Total beneficiaries: 140, Donors: 8

Sanjivini Mobile Medical Van

The SBI Sanjivini Mobile Medical Van Primary Health Services reached the doorstep of
vulnerable and marginalized communities. It provided the triple benefits of timely medical
diagnosis and care, reducing patient walk-ins at Government health centers and the

availability of a medical van easily for

use during emergencies. The
Sanjivini Mobile Medical Van
provided a low-cost solution to all of
the villagers’ health needs, especially
those in remote villages. It gives
patients faster access to healthcare

providers and improves medication

adherence.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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SBI-Sanjivini Mobile Medical Van

Infrastructure

Rural infrastructrue is left to develop at its own pace, without proper funding or human resources to
build the required minimum infrastructure for citizens to engage in productive socio-economic
activity. SBI Foundation together with SRDS brought about a number of assets which will be owned

and managed by the respective village Gram Panchayat.

Building
Bus stand
Anganwadies
Library
Cultural Hall
Rajwade enterance
Public Toilet Renovation
Pink Toilet
Open Well
Water Trough

lic Cloth wash stand

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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SBI Jan-Van: SBI JAN VAN is to nurture social forestry which is a practice of making use of
unused and fallow lands so that deeper forests are safeguarded from exploitation. Forest

management practices have Evolved
to meet the changing needs of local
people. Social forestry offers an
alternative ~ form  of  forest

\

management. It is an approach that s

balances the needs of local people
with multiple interests. Social
forestry has numerous benefits,
some of them being Soil

Conservation, an increase in

Biodiversity, and improved air
quality. Social forestry also helps in
the creation of recreation parks.

Total 1500 trees plantation done in the Karnataka State Rural Development and

Panchayat Raj University (KSRDPRU) Gadag.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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WOMEN’'S EMPOWERMENT

At SRDS, women's empowerment is a cornerstone of our mission. In the past year, we have
provided substantial support to 122 self-help groups, benefiting a total of 1,464 women. This

Mic;o-ﬁnance is provided by ICICI Bank

initiative has been instrumental in
fostering financial independence
and  entrepreneurship  among
women in our communities.

We have facilitated financial support
amounting to Rs 6 Crore, in
collaboration with various financial
institutions and banks. This funding
has enabled women to start and
grow their businesses, thereby
improving their livelihoods and
contributing to the economic
development of their families and
communities.

At SRDS, we are deeply committed
to empowering women through our
Self-Help Group (SHG) lending
program. This initiative is supported
by ICICI Bank and Sanghamitra, ensuring that women in our communities have access to
the financial resources they need to succeed.

We are committed to expanding our SHG lending program and reaching even more women
in need of financial support. With the continued partnership of ICICI Bank and
Sanghamitra, we aim to further strengthen our efforts in empowering women and fostering
community development.

By supporting SHG lending, we are not just providing financial assistance; we are enabling
women to transform their lives and build a better future for themselves and their
communities.

The Gram Seva Project supported by SBI
Foundation also brought many
opportunities to the self-help group women
, in adopted 5 villages. We continued to do
88 Tailoring, Embroidery, poultry, farm
%~ mechanism and Entrepreneurial
development skills for women.

After tailoring classes, many women are now

earning money on their own and are getting

orders from surrounding villages during

festive seasons. Many resource persons have

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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trained villagers on Poultry maintenance, Oil
Mill training, paper plate machines, Chilly
powder machines, Roti making machines, and

others.

In the month of June 2023, we have supported

the women in Peta-alur village by presenting
the Paper plate machine to their SHG. The SHG

&

members were trained in operating the

machine and since then they have sold

more than 600 plates in the nearby villages.
This will not only create an alternate income
source but also increases the economic

structure of the village.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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Farm mechanization tools supported by SBI and implemented by SRDS have revolutionized
agricultural practices for local farmers. These tools have increased efficiency and
productivity, reducing manual labor and saving time. Through this initiative, SRDS has
enabled farmers to adopt modern farming techniques, leading to better crop yields and
improved livelihoods.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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We are very grateful for the continued
support of the ICICI Bank who have
worked with us now for many years
providing micro-finance to our Self-Help
Groups (SHGs). With their assistance -
these low income women from backward
farming communities have been able to
begin small business - purchase sewing
machines, start village kiranas, or
purchase livestock to begin their animal
husbandry business. This has lifted them

out of the poverty cycle and empowered F

them to create a sustainable livelihood.

Page 24
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OTHER EVENTS AND VISITS

Yoga day
On 21, June 20230n the occasion of International Yoga Day! SBI Foundation Gram Seva

Team along with SRDS CEO Sikandar Meeranaik took part in the Yoga conducted in Peta-
alur Highschool / College! And a smaller class in our remedial class room with the little
ones.. in the Gram seva project - supported by SBI Foundation the children did yoga as part
of the celebration for International Yoga Day.

Gram Seva
Ennpawering Rusal Lives
A CSR Initiative for Integrated Rural
Development by Adoption of Villages

G general

SURAKSHA AUR BHAROSA DONO
PETHA ALUR
Tq. MUNDARGI, Dist. : Gadag (Kamataka)

ing Partner

e ' S s 5 (SANKALPA
OPPO F19 Prosdi@iriya: f - Z@ AR EL L

Blood donation day
1, Sept, 2023, Blood donation camp - Sikandar Meeranayak gave blood at the Health Camp

Program supported by the Gram Seva Project with SBI Foundation.
A% \ R 4 ¥ = == 1 I
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International Women’s Day March 8th

On International Women's Day, SRDS proudly celebrates the strength, resilience, and
achievements of women in our — -

communities. Through our | l=+§ B aaeL &

initiatives, we continue to -
empower  women  with
financial independence and
leadership opportunities. Our
commitment to fostering
gender equality ensures that
women have the support and
resources they need to thrive.
Together, we are building a
future where every woman
can achieve her fullest
potential.

,‘ -
.

Happy Women’s Day To all women involved 1. Our work in the Gadag District Gram Seva Project
supported by @SBI Foundation

World Water Day

On 22 Mar 2023, World Water Day. 2024. Today in Dambal Village Gadag District we
celebrated the giving of water to plant. Here with the support of SBI Foundation SRDS has
rejuvenated 2 village ponds. We did puja and planted some trees to commemorate the day
of blessings for water. May this pond fill to the top in rainy season and give a good water
supply for many seasons to come.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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On 5 oct, 2023 umesh mugali did a wonderful job of representing us at the 16th global youth
peace fest in sri lanka last weekend. Here are a some pics of his highlights for the weekend..
Representing not only srds but india as well.. A truly worthy representative.. He is a very
valued member of srds - and we are proud of his achievements there. #rainwaterharvesting
#gypf #srilanka #genderequality #peacefestival

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW


https://www.facebook.com/umesh.mugali.7?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUzZDPL5DMdjYW9bAjUA8GRkOH0ZSRviVXOnY8h9Sxtt1Mw-SGn84eIIeoxlyExu8ZRJcvE2ppCIixHeCFDRzEivvD3zjdJBeEZrtXEk0nwmSrFuAWNJgoCnr6kb_rAgtTg0zeBdHdnp7E8Ic9YO9QQOcQJ7yMeyyp2s6nUzgrrpbqSzSE6JsHBtL4yolPRo9yjNv_OxZYXvfAR92qkDlUTjg_MTuD6v1SosxX-2jmxRwS-hwRJLm0b31VGU6TFsI8&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/rainwaterharvesting?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUzZDPL5DMdjYW9bAjUA8GRkOH0ZSRviVXOnY8h9Sxtt1Mw-SGn84eIIeoxlyExu8ZRJcvE2ppCIixHeCFDRzEivvD3zjdJBeEZrtXEk0nwmSrFuAWNJgoCnr6kb_rAgtTg0zeBdHdnp7E8Ic9YO9QQOcQJ7yMeyyp2s6nUzgrrpbqSzSE6JsHBtL4yolPRo9yjNv_OxZYXvfAR92qkDlUTjg_MTuD6v1SosxX-2jmxRwS-hwRJLm0b31VGU6TFsI8&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/gypf?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUzZDPL5DMdjYW9bAjUA8GRkOH0ZSRviVXOnY8h9Sxtt1Mw-SGn84eIIeoxlyExu8ZRJcvE2ppCIixHeCFDRzEivvD3zjdJBeEZrtXEk0nwmSrFuAWNJgoCnr6kb_rAgtTg0zeBdHdnp7E8Ic9YO9QQOcQJ7yMeyyp2s6nUzgrrpbqSzSE6JsHBtL4yolPRo9yjNv_OxZYXvfAR92qkDlUTjg_MTuD6v1SosxX-2jmxRwS-hwRJLm0b31VGU6TFsI8&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/gypf?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUzZDPL5DMdjYW9bAjUA8GRkOH0ZSRviVXOnY8h9Sxtt1Mw-SGn84eIIeoxlyExu8ZRJcvE2ppCIixHeCFDRzEivvD3zjdJBeEZrtXEk0nwmSrFuAWNJgoCnr6kb_rAgtTg0zeBdHdnp7E8Ic9YO9QQOcQJ7yMeyyp2s6nUzgrrpbqSzSE6JsHBtL4yolPRo9yjNv_OxZYXvfAR92qkDlUTjg_MTuD6v1SosxX-2jmxRwS-hwRJLm0b31VGU6TFsI8&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/srilanka?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUzZDPL5DMdjYW9bAjUA8GRkOH0ZSRviVXOnY8h9Sxtt1Mw-SGn84eIIeoxlyExu8ZRJcvE2ppCIixHeCFDRzEivvD3zjdJBeEZrtXEk0nwmSrFuAWNJgoCnr6kb_rAgtTg0zeBdHdnp7E8Ic9YO9QQOcQJ7yMeyyp2s6nUzgrrpbqSzSE6JsHBtL4yolPRo9yjNv_OxZYXvfAR92qkDlUTjg_MTuD6v1SosxX-2jmxRwS-hwRJLm0b31VGU6TFsI8&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/genderequality?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUzZDPL5DMdjYW9bAjUA8GRkOH0ZSRviVXOnY8h9Sxtt1Mw-SGn84eIIeoxlyExu8ZRJcvE2ppCIixHeCFDRzEivvD3zjdJBeEZrtXEk0nwmSrFuAWNJgoCnr6kb_rAgtTg0zeBdHdnp7E8Ic9YO9QQOcQJ7yMeyyp2s6nUzgrrpbqSzSE6JsHBtL4yolPRo9yjNv_OxZYXvfAR92qkDlUTjg_MTuD6v1SosxX-2jmxRwS-hwRJLm0b31VGU6TFsI8&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/peacefestival?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUzZDPL5DMdjYW9bAjUA8GRkOH0ZSRviVXOnY8h9Sxtt1Mw-SGn84eIIeoxlyExu8ZRJcvE2ppCIixHeCFDRzEivvD3zjdJBeEZrtXEk0nwmSrFuAWNJgoCnr6kb_rAgtTg0zeBdHdnp7E8Ic9YO9QQOcQJ7yMeyyp2s6nUzgrrpbqSzSE6JsHBtL4yolPRo9yjNv_OxZYXvfAR92qkDlUTjg_MTuD6v1SosxX-2jmxRwS-hwRJLm0b31VGU6TFsI8&__tn__=*NK-y-R
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SRDS AND THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS:
OUR CONTRIBUTIONS IN 2023-24

« At SRDS, we consistently align our project evaluations and activities with the United
Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), recognizing the critical role we play
in fostering sustainable and inclusive development. These global goals serve as a
shared blueprint for achieving a better future for all —addressing social, economic,
and environmental challenges.

« The 17 SDGs, adopted by the United Nations in 2015, are interconnected targets
aimed at creating peace and prosperity for people and the planet. With the deadline
of 2030 fast approaching, the urgency for collective and impactful action has never
been greater.

+ India, as a significant global player and a member of the United Nations, holds an
essential position in advancing these goals both domestically and internationally. At
SRDS, we are proud to have been contributing to this mission since 2008, particularly
through our work in rural development. This progress is made possible through the
unwavering support of our donors, partners, and stakeholders, and we remain
deeply grateful for their continued trust.

+ Contributions to the SDGs in 2023-24

+ This year, SRDS has actively contributed to 11 of the 17 SDGs through various
initiatives:

+ Goal 3: Good Health and Wellbeing

 Delivered health services to rural communities via a mobile medical van.

+ Organized health camps and blood donor drives to enhance community health.

+ Goal 4: Quality Education

+ Offered classes, resources, scholarships, and digital content to underserved
communities.

+ Goal 5: Gender Equality

« Empowered women through self-help groups, micro-finance services, skills
training, and support for micro-enterprises.

+ Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

« Recharged groundwater with clean rainwater, improving water availability and
quality for households.

+ Supported schools and communities in accessing clean and potable water.

* Goal 9: Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure

* Built essential infrastructure for farmers and rural villages to enhance productivity
and resilience.

* Goal 13: Climate Action

« Promoted tree planting and facilitated responsible water use to combat climate
change.

« Goal 15: Life on Land

+ Advanced sustainable land use through tree planting and tree-based farming
techniques.

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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+ Broader Contributions to Global Goals

« Through these initiatives, SRDS has also supported global efforts aimed at:

* Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth.

* Goal 10: Reduced Inequalities.

« Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities.

« As we reflect on this year’s progress, we reaffirm our commitment to driving
impact and collaborating with communities, governments, and partners to achieve
these global goals. Together, we are creating pathways to a sustainable, equitable,
and prosperous future.

Glimps of progress done in the field

-
£
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IN PROGRESS MEDIA APPEARANCES

Our work at SRDS has received significant media coverage, highlighting our dedication and
impact in the community. This extensive publicity has particularly focused on the
invaluable support provided by the SBI Foundation. Their partnership has been
instrumental in advancing our initiatives, and the positive media attention underscores the
importance and effectiveness of our collaborative efforts. Through these stories, the broader
public gains insight into how SRDS and the SBI Foundation are making a tangible difference

in the lives of many.
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Pond rejuvenation work in progress near M\mdaw
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Project to benefit 600 farmers, irrigate 3,000 acres of agricultural land
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SBI Foundation's managing
director Sanjay Prakash said,
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serve water. Our Raita Band:
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Juvenating various ponds in
the region.”
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People’s park Jana Vana on the lap of Kappatagudda hillock wears a green look

Joint efforts yield results,
Jana Vana turns green

10,000 saplings were planted last year at the park, located on the
lap of Kappatagudda hillock in Gadag, 5,000 more in pipeline

RAGHOTTAM KOPPAR 1 Gadag

THANKS to the joint initiative
by various departments and
the continuous rains lashing
the region for the last several
days, Jana Vana (People's Park)
in the lap of Kappatagudda hill-
ock inGadag district now wears
a green look. Kappatagudda is
known for its medicinal plants.
The Karnataka State Rural De-
velopment and Panchayat Raj
University (KSRDPRU), in as-
sociation with the Sankalpa
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NGOs take up desilting
work at 20 Gadag lakes

RAGHOTTAM KOPPAR @ Gadag

FARMERS in Mundargi are a
happy lot as desilting of 20
lakes in the taluk has been
taken up. Many farmers have
been suffering due to water
shortage and all the lakes in
the taluk have dried up due to
the prevailing drought situa-
tion. Many villagers urged the
officials concerned and also
approached some NGOs, but
in vain. Finally, Gram Pancha-
yvat staff, villagers and Sanka-
1pa Rural Development Socie-
ty with helpof SBI Foundation
started the desilting work
three days ago free of cost.
The rejuvenation of these
lakes will be helpful to thou-
sands of farmers and
villagers.

SBI Foundation has provid-
ed excavators, tractors and
other desilting equipment.
The first project started at Ke-
lur village of Mundargi taluk.
Siddalingesh, coordinator of
SBI Foundation, said, “After
seeing our projects bearing
fruits in Rajasthan and other
states, we started the work at
Kelur village in Mundargi
taluk. We are aiming to desilt
20-25 lakes this year to enable
villagers to store water for
summer.”

Sankalpa Rural Develop-
ment Society’s Sikandar
Meeranayak said, “This time
the entire state is facing

Lake desiltin
Kelur village in Mundargi taluk

work in progress at

drought and some villages in
Mundargi are facing acute
water shortage. The SBI Foun-
dation came forward to help
and we are extending help to
them. We have named this
project ‘Gram Saksham’”.

Santosh Sanadi, a villager
said, “We are grateful to both
SBI Foundation and Sankalpa
Rural Development Society
for coming to our aid. We had
been asking for help for a long
time and are facing drought
this year If we are ready with
some lakes, we can at least
manage to face the summer”.

The region has been reeling
under drought for more than
a decade. This year, the state
government had omitted the
name of Mundargi from the
list of drought-hit taluks. It
was, however, added after
many people protested. Some
villages in the taluk are locat-
ed close to the Tungabhadra
river, but the rest of the vil-
lages are facing acute water
shortage.

Rural Development Society and
SBI Foundation, had planted
10,000 saplings in 2022 and now
lants have grown well. The
is now planning to plant
lmore saplings to add more
“ncry to the park.
s aim is to nurture social

forestry which involves mak-
ing use of unused and fallow
lands so as to prevent them
from exploitation.

The staff of the Sankalpa Ru-
ral Development Society are
planting a wide variety of sap-
lings brought from Gadag,
Dharwad and Haveri districts.
Last summer, water was sup-
plied through tankers and an
artificial tank was built to store
water in the hillock.

KSRDPRU vice chancellor
Prof Vishnukant Chatapalli
said, “It should be a people's
park and the topography should
be utilised without disturbing
the biodiversity of the place,
Our team is jointly working
with the SBI Foundation and
the area has turned green
now".

Siddalingesh, coordinator of
SBI Foundation said, “We have
started an afforestation drive
on RDPR university campus.
Now, all plants are growing
well and plans are afoot to plant
another 5,000 saplings of vari-
ous varieties”.

KSRDPR university hasmore
than 350 acres of land near Na-
gavi village. The university
team decided to grow the trees
to bring back bilodiversity to
the region. A team from KSRD-
PR university has selected
some lands and handed them
over to SBI Foundation which
has done a good job in planting
a good number of saplings and
converting them into a mini
forest so that the place could
once again witness the chirp-
ing of rare birds.
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OUR ESTEEMED DONORS

Srds extends heartfelt gratitude to all our donors for their generous support and
encouragement Towards sustaining our work. It is thanks to your contribution that we've
successfully executed our Projects across india, making significant contributions to society
in particular the farmers and rural Communities.

Gy

Gram Seva

Enpowering Rural Lives

SBI Seruice Beyond Banking

SAVE INDIAN
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SRDS TEAM

The SRDS has 35 staff team. and has achieved remarkable success in several key areas,
Provided financial support in collaboration with other financial institutions and banks,
empowering women through financial independence and entrepreneurial opportunities.
Facilitated micro-financing for small loans to SHG women, enabling them to start or expand
their businesses, thus fostering economic growth within the community. Collaborated with
banks like ICICI Bank and Sanghamitra to provide financial support and resources,
furthering the reach and effectiveness of our initiatives.

The SRDS team’s dedication and hard work have significantly contributed to the betterment
of the community, making a lasting impact on both individual lives and the environment.

“Program Manager has been highly rewarding and an
enriching journey, as it has involved overseeing and
coordinating a wide range of impactful community
development initiatives. SRDS has been marked by
continuous learning, community involvement, and the
drive to make a positive change. SRDS’s focus on
sustainability, = community =~ empowerment,  and
transparent project management has led to the successful
implementation of several impactful initiatives,
enhancing the lives of thousands of people in rural areas”
Mrs. Preeti K Mathapati, Program Manager

"Being part of this organization, under the visionary
leadership of Sikandar, has provided me with numerous
opportunities for personal and professional growth.
Working in such a dynamic and busy environment has not
only honed my abilities and skills but has also taught me the
true value of dedication, teamwork, and community service.
The sense of fulfillment I get from contributing to various
impactful projects, such as bore well recharge, SHG
initiatives, and other developmental programs, is immensely
rewarding.  am proud to be a part of SRDS and look forward

to continuing this incredible journey"
Mr. Umesh Mugali, Senior Account Manager

"The learning experience for me in accounts and the
office team at SRDS has been both enriching and
transformative, contributing significantly to the
efficiency and success of the organization's
operations and individually me"

Miss. Laxmi Inchal, Assistant Accountant

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sikandarsab Meeranaik
President/ CEO

Prakash S Ganiger
Board Member

Shekappa Bandi
Board Member

Girija Akki
Board Member
Vice President

Allasab Mulagunda
Board Member

Sharanappagouda A Sanganagouda
Board Member - Secretary
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PARTNER WITH US!

Sankalpa Rural Development Society has continued to widen our experience and reach throughout
our projects in this past year. With our main focus on the restoration of water and the
sustainability of our rural people, we continue to build and grow. Our marginal and needy
farmers, the women of the rural communities and our environment are crying out for support. If
you or your Corporation would consider partnering with us to continue this noble work, we
would be most grateful.

To find out more about on the nature of our work, please write to us at: info@srds.org or visit our
website or YouTube channel.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION AND TRANSPARENCY

Detailed Accounts with schedules & Audit Report are available at the Office. Also available online
at https:/ /srdsindia.org. We hold the 12A, 80G and FCRA certificates.

CONTACT US

Office Address:

SANKALPA RURAL DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY -SRDS
#52, 1st floor, Yoga Center,

Dr. Eshwar Menasinkai Building

Near Samudya Bhavan, Lingaraj Nagar North,
Hubballi, 580031.

Karnataka- India.

Phone: +91 9986 840730

Email: info@srdsindia.org

Website: https:/ /srdsindia.org

LinkedIn: https:/ /linked.in/company /sankalpa-rural-development
YouTube: https:/ /www.youtube.com/c/Sankalparuraldevlopmentsociety
Facebook: https:/ /www .facebook.com/SankalpaRuralDevelopmentSociety/

SAVE RAIN WATER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
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"Gratitude to all our donors! We eagerly seek
your support for our CSR projects."

THANK YOU !!
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